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conducting the investigation accordingto'the
forms detailed below, they were to commit
them to stand trial before the Courts of Cir-
cuit, to take bail from them, or to keep
them hi confinement*

The form of procedure was this : The
coinplaint being made., and oath adminis-
stered to the complainant, a warrant, under
seal and signature of the Magistrate, was is-
sued for the apprehension of the person ac-
cused

This warrant contained the offence char-
ged against him. On his appearance he
was examined without oath; after which
the examinations of the complainant and

witnesses were taken upon oath. All the
proceedings were recorded in writing. If
it appeared a groundless charge, the party
was acquitted, and dismissed by the Magis-
trate, if proved to his satisfaction, the
criminal was held to bail, except in charges
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